ROPE TOWS

Electric Driven with Brakes—.
Starters—Safety Controlse

All Sizes and Speeds

Write for Rope Tow Bulletin 600
e

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

EQUIPMENT

Switches—Breakers—All Ratings

REBUILT & GUARANTEED

SKI FURNITURE?

Ata Fractlon of NBW COSt lfr‘:mmcg Dlsiinc;:tlfve ?‘arfg Vermont settlers
N create or hard wear, R
Terms to Suit actually adds to its natural hgaalzty. ?‘lilrgi'tle l;gi

LEA ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENT CoO.

G Ave, Chicago 10, (1.
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Supctior 2.0747

For mors informatign circle No. 1081 on gard

our catalog describing  furniture  for dinin
areas, cocktail lounges, har tops, kitchen cabg-
irets, tiving rooms, bedrooms and bunk areas.

TOWNSEND FURNITURE CO.

Sales office: 162 §. Main, Rutland, vt.
Factory: Townshenn, wt.

Far more information tirele No, 1084 on card
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FOUR ANQ SIX WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY TYPE VEHICLES
Ideal for Ski Stope Construction and Mountain Hauling Jobs

BEORGE MOORE TRUCK & EQUIPMENT
Keeseville, New York = Telephone; Sfﬂqgggl’;é;{ou

MANY OT .
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AND SPARE PART
FOR ALL VEHICEESS.
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Built on well known “ALL HICKORY" TODDBOGGAN

wits to TODDBOGGAN MFG, CO. sox 5306, Big Bear Lake, Calit,

or mors infermation sircle No, {pg2z on tard
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PIONEER In Rescue Toboggans

The “ONE MAN" Unit.. in use ALL OVER THE
IS . .. From Squaw Valley to Francenia
Notch . . . Also in Alaska and Canada.

STOKES Litter provides MAXIMUM
comfort and safety for patient , ..

Aluminum Handles and Hardware
Rugged Dependability...Built to LAST...Repairable
Gross Weight—75 Ibs.
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THE
QUESTION
OF MINERAL
KING

By F. D. VOORHEES

February, 1965, was a banner month
for California skiers. Not only were
they enjoying one of the best snow
years ever, buc of more importance, the
Forest Service issued a prospectus for
the development of the vase Mineral
King area.

Under 230 road miles from the San
Fernando Valley, via the Golden State
Freeway and the four-lane divided
highway extension to Visalia, the Min-
eral King valley lies at a base elevation
of some 7,500 feet. Mineral King con-
sists of eight enormous bowls with de-
scents down north-facing slopes  of
3,800 vertical feet and more. The long-
term history of snowfall is impressive
too. Even in the drought year of 1962-
1963 Mineral King had a2 more-thag.
adequate snow pack.

Since the middle forties, Mineral
King has been recoguized as one of
the world’s greatest potential ski area
sites. Such notables as Fred Iselin, Freid]
Pfeiffer, Luggi Foeger and the lae
Hannes Schneider all eyed Mineral

. King as a site second to none, During

the winters of 1947-1948 and 1948.
1949 when the Jate Vicki Hasher was
conducting snow and avalaache sur-
veys in the area, Lowell Thomas spent
several days skiing the bowls. His com-
ment on the potential was: “Some day
this will be the greatest in the world.”

Mineral King was discovered in the
late 18607, the name detiving from the
early silver miners who settled the area,
Mining operations that began in the
seventies never amounted 1o much. The
area’s emergence as a popular summer
vacation spot was during the 1920,
and still remains a favorite recreation
area. Even with a grossly substandard
25-mile-long access road the valley
attracts 10,000 visitors each summer.

Poor access, which blocked Corty
Hill's plans for development 15 years
ago along with those of a number of
others, is not the only problem, how-
ever. Avalanche hazard, one of the basic
factors to be considered in the Forest

Ski Area Management

Service's current proposal evaluation,
is of equal importance. In fact, it was
considered 5o serious by the Robert
Brandr group, one of the bidders, that
both Monty Atwater and Ed LaCha-
pelle were included on the consulting
teamn of American Resort Consultants,
Inc, which did the layout for Brandr.

In addition to Brandt’s Mineral King
Development Company, which made a
presentation at the Porterville, Cali-
fornia, bid opening on August 31 with
a trailer full of models, were Walt
Disney and four other groups and
individuals. These were: Don Bollen-
bacher, Marcon Construction and As-
sociates, Ragnar Qvales, and Raul Bald-
eras of the Mineral King Development
Corporaricn.

Brandt’s proposal calls for an initial
investment of 15 million dollars, with
an ultimate cost of 40 million. The
layout, involving an entire mountain
community, includes all necessary fa-
cilities to support a well balanced year-
around resort.

Disney is reported to be consider-
ing a rotal invesunent in the neigh-
borhood of 35 million dollars, as is
Qvale’s group. With a community and
mountain plan differing radically from
Brandt’s, Distwy also proposes a self-
contained mountain town. Most ob-
servers feel the contest is berween
Brandr and Disney. In any case, as
much emphasis will be placed on sum-
mer activities as on winter.

Regardless of who receives the
award, the project will be a significant
factor in California economics. A Los
Angeles economic research specialist
reports that the resort will generate
a minimum of 600 million dollars for
the state. He further states that more
than 2.5 million visitors will be drawn
to Mineral King annually by 1976,
with 800 thousand of these coming

from out of state. Agpregate individual
spending will be on the same scale
as everything else involved with Min-
eral King. Visitors will spend 25 mil-
lion dollars at the area and a like
amount in the San Joaquin Valley.
An annual payroll of 8 million dol-
lars received by the resort’s operating
staff projected at 600 permanent and
from 800 to 1000 seasonal employees,
is significant in any economy, even
California’s. The impact of guest food
sales reaching § million return in tax,
and another 2 million to be taken in
through the state sales tax, all these
potentials are understandably cause for
the State of California to construct the

HOPKINS ENGINEERING, INC.

is pleased to announce the expansion of

its operations on a national basis to include

design, engineering and manufacture of all
types overhead cable ski lifts through acquisition

of drawings, potterns, parts inventory and
construction details of The J. A. Roebling Sons
Ski Lift Department of The Colorado Fuel and

Iron Corporation,

L R ]

This expansion, coupled with many years of
experience in the construction, fabrication
and modification of ski lifts, places
Hopkins Engineering, Inc.
in a unique position to serve you.

EAREE R ]

For further information contact:
0. D. HOPKINS
HOPKINS ENGINEERING, INC.
CONTOOCOOK, N. H.

24 Hour Parts and Service Facilities: 603-746-4131

For mare information eircle No. LOB5 on card

essential 25-mile access road.

Fall | 1965

Nights and Holidays: 603-746-3202 or 603-648-2825
STUP TICKET SWITCHING
CLOTHES STAPLING

100 AREAS USE RIVERTON'S TICKET WICKET
PAYS FOR ITSELF IN CUSTOMER GOODWILL AND TICKETS SOLD

Staple iwlce to
Wicket with our

through zipper, belt
HEAVY DUTY staples.

I Skier inserts Wicket
leop, or buiton hole,

2Fold ticket over Wicket legs.

Heavy duty staples defy extraction without mutilating
the ticket! Frustrates the most determined ticket cheats.
When you stop ticket switching, how many more
tickets will you sell? Stopping just one cheater in a
1,000 skiers will pay for the cost of Ticket Wickets. For
prices and details write or call Riverton Imports, Inc.,
Riverton, Connecticut. Call {203) 379-6869.

For more information cirale No, 1086 on eard
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